
  Nether Green Junior School Newsletter   Date: 11th September 

Message from the Headteacher 

Every two weeks, we will send out this newsletter to give you a fuller glimpse into what has been happening across 

school. Alongside this, I will continue to send my shorter Headteacher updates, which will keep you informed 

about key messages and things happening in school. 

There is always a lot going on, from events and activities to the many things happening in classrooms each day. 

We know this means you receive a fair number of messages from us, but we want to make sure you have the 

information you need and, importantly, a chance to see and celebrate some of the things your children have been 

involved in. 

The newsletter will also provide a more central place for some of this information, with our calendar helping to 

keep you up to date with what is coming up over the next few weeks. 

We would also encourage you to take a look at our Parental Engagement Offer, which has been sent out to 

families and is now available on our website. This gives you an overview of the events, activities and opportunities 

taking place throughout the year that you are invited to be part of. We would love to see as many of you as 

possible getting involved in school life and sharing some of these experiences with your children. 

Sheffield 10K – Mr Allen & Mrs Bedford 

On Sunday 27th September, Mrs Bedford and I will be taking part in the Sheffield 10K to raise money for Sheffield 

Young Carers. We would really appreciate your support in helping us raise money for this important local charity. 

We have shared a bit more information in the newsletter.  

Saying Goodbye to Mrs Bedford 

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to Mrs Bedford, who has been our Senior Learning Mentor for the past two 

years. She has made a significant contribution to school and has had a positive impact on so many of our pupils 

through her work across school. 

We are, however, delighted that she has secured an Assistant Educational Psychologist role with Sheffield City 

Council.  

Mrs Bedford has shared a few words: 

"It has been an absolute privilege to be the Senior Learning Mentor at Nether Green for the past two years, and I have 

loved every single minute. I have recently been fortunate enough to secure an Assistant Educational Psychologist role 

with Sheffield Council—a goal I have been working towards since retraining from the civil service five years ago. Whilst 

I am excited for this next chapter, I am deeply sad to leave such a wonderful school community. It has been a true joy 

getting to know your incredible children, and I will miss them, alongside our fantastic Nether Green staff, immensely." 

We will certainly miss Mrs Bedford and everything she has brought to Nether Green. We wish her every success in 

her new role. 

https://nethergreenjuniorschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/parent-carer-engagement-offer-26_27-new.pdf
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/nethergreen-junior-school-supports-sheffield-young-carers


14th 

September 
SEND coffee morning, 9.10am 

19th 

September 

SFSS Cross Country 1 

Ecclesall Woods 

24th 

September 
Y6 Endcliffe Park visit 

25th 

September 
Cross Country—Mylnhurst 

29th 

September 
Y5Jorvik visit 

2nd 

October 
Y6 Westbourne—poetry session (small group) 

3rd 

October 

SFSS Cross Country 2 

Bolehills 

7th 

October 
Y3-5 Curriculum Workshop 5.30PM 

8th and 9th  

October 
Y3 SEND Reviews 

10th 

October 

SFSS Cross Country 3  

Parkwood S 

14th 

October 
Y5 Viking Assembly, for Y5 parents (2.45-PM—3.45PM) 

15th and 16th 

 October 
Y4 SEND Reviews 

16th  

October 
Y3 Cresswell Crags visit 

16th  

October 
Izzy Gizmo athe Crucible, Green Room children 

20th 

October 
Open Evening 3.50 - 6.00pm 

21st  

October 
Open Evening 3.50 - 7.00pm 

22nd 

October 
Y4 Greek Day 

Key Dates 



 

 Attendance 

Our children will be encouraged  to: 

 

• Be polite and well-mannered 

• Value themselves and other people 

• Be positive, friendly and caring 

Special Mentions 

This Week’s Awards 

Focus Value - Respect 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. Children can be brought into the yard from 8:40 am. 

Learning in school starts at 8:50 am. 

 

 

Congratulations to the following children: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Sienna, for her horse riding achievements and to Willa for winning her football trophy. 

SPECIAL 
 

 

• Have mutual respect and tolerance for all 

• Respect our school and its environment 

Y3MC - Jenny               Y5KB - Nuha 

Y3NH - Lucas               Y5ML - Barney 

Y3WN - Freya              Y5BB - Ben 

Y4TH - Leo                    Y6OS - Josh and Alex 

Y4JE - Maddy               Y6JC - Alyson 

Y4HH - Lydia                  Y6PH - Rory 



 
Autumn 1 

 

This half term, we are exploring Symphonic Storytelling - discovering how composers can use 
instruments, melodies and musical ideas to bring stories and characters to life. 
 
 
We will be listening to a range of exciting pieces, each telling a different story. Our listening pieces will 
include Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf, The Sorcerer’s Apprentice composed by Paul Dukas and 
Stravinsky’s The Firebird. 
 
 

Music of the half term - Symphonic Storytelling  



Community 

Safeguarding Top Tip 

In last Friday’s assembly, Mrs Thorlby explained to the children which members of staff make up the school’s safeguarding 

team.  

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mrs Thorlby. 

We have three Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSLs): Mr Allen (Head teacher), Mrs Bedford (Senior Learning Mentor) 

and Mrs Garcia (Learning Mentor). 

Our designated governor with responsibility for safeguarding is Mr Ian Owen. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people. We ensure that consistent 

effective safeguarding procedures are in place to support families, children and staff at this school. Children are encouraged to 

report anything they feel unsure or uncomfortable about. They know that they can report ANYTHING to ANY adult they feel 

comfortable with.  

If you have concerns about the wellbeing or safety of a child, please contact the office to speak with one of us. 

 

Lunch Menu 



Spotlight on the Curriculum - Reading 

Reading at Nether Green Junior School 

Reading is part of our culture at NGJS and takes place across the curriculum. Throughout 

school, we want children to become increasingly fluent, thoughtful and independent 

readers. Our reading curriculum develops a genuine love of reading alongside strong 

word-reading and comprehension skills.   

All classrooms have a class library with age-appropriate 

texts and children have a weekly opportunity to visit our 

whole-school library, where books are arranged by genre. 

We know that sometimes children are not sure what to read or what they enjoy, 

adults will help children to choose books that interest them and are appropriate for 

them. We encourage children to take books home and read with you, alongside you, 

or listen to a story read by you. Sharing books remains valuable, even as children 

become increasingly independent readers. 

Across the school, children have a wide variety of opportunities to read. Each 

half term, children explore a different class reader: an engaging and ambitious 

text which reflect our school community, they are chosen to broaden children’s 

reading experiences and develop their understanding of literature. Every year, 

children will also read a classic novel. Alongside the class reader, we explicitly 

teach comprehension skills through a range of texts which link to the children’s 

project question. These skills are also applied during some class reader sessions. 

Reading lessons are taught daily from 9:00am–9:30am.  

In addition to the daily reading lesson, children have a daily opportunity to read for pleasure. Throughout the 

week, children may read independently, read to an adult, read with a reading buddy in Y3 and 6, share a book with 

a partner, listen to a story or explore a newspaper, to name just a few activities. On some days, children may take 

part in a small-group ‘book club’ to develop their comprehension skills and discuss what they are reading. 

Our aim is for all children to develop brilliant word-recognition and fluency skills. We carefully monitor children's 

reading and provide additional support where needed. Some children may access phonics intervention or 

additional comprehension support at different points during their time at NGJS. Children accessing phonics will 

also have a phonics book to read at home. 

We want every child to be able to read fluently, understand what they read and, most importantly, enjoy reading. 

This half term’s class reader books 

      Year 3         Year 4         Year 5          Year 6 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Every book begins with making predictions and considering the front cover.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning in Action 

Year 3 

In Y3 we have been putting events from the Stone Age in chronological order. We had to look 

carefully at each date and then discussed which event was most significant.  



Year 4  

A huge well done to all the children in Y4 for how well they have started this new school year!  

 

In English, we’ve been developing our understanding of the famous Greek Myth — Theseus and the 

Minotaur — in preparation for our first piece of independent writing. To help the children learn the 

key events, we did some drama to re-enact some of the stories most memorable moments. The 

children worked really well together as a team and showed a lot of enthusiasm when they 

performed for their class mates! 

 



Year 5 

We are really pleased with how well the new Year 5’s have adapted to their 

new class groups and the expectations of being in Year 5 - well done 

everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To start our English topic, we 

have been doing lots of 

speaking and drama work which 

is helping to prepare us for 

writing our own playscripts next 

week, some of which you might 

see in our Viking assembly!  

 

 

 

We’ve also started our dance topic in PE, 

where everyone has shown great teamwork 

and creativity already! 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 

In Year 6 we have been exploring diary entries in our English lessons this week by identifying the features of 

them to prepare to write our own diary based on our class book ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’.  

Our Project topic this half term Is ‘How should be power our world?’ In Geography lessons this week we used 

a map to identify different types of power stations around the UK that use renewable and non-renewable 

energy. We discussed why certain power stations were located in certain places. 

 



Integrated Resource 

In the IR we welcomed the new children joining this year. We did some getting to know you activities and the 

children met Norman, our new visiting Therapy dog. In PE we started learning some ball skills and in Lifeskills 

we practiced washing and cleaning. 



CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT US! 

Support our Sheffield 10K  

fundraiser  

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/nethergreen-junior-school-supports-sheffield-young-carers
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/nethergreen-junior-school-supports-sheffield-young-carers
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