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https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/articles/2026/sir-david-attenborough-100th-birthday-on-the-bbc
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Reading remains a central part of life at school and it was wonderful to see such enthusiasm during World Book Day
earlier this year.

Children value the chance to read. Many have been making the most of our new picnic blankets during break and
lunchtime by taking their books outside and reading in the warm weather.

The library is the heart of reading at NGJS, offering children the chance to explore a wide range of books and authors.
Weekly class visits allow children to browse, read or share books with their teachers or classmates.

In class, children frequently discuss books that they ha
the genres that they typically enjoy reading. This helps their teachers and peers offer recommendations of what to
read next.

A number of children continue to access daily phonics lessons. The sessions are fpated and interactive to help
children learn and retain new sounds. Children read a phonics text which has the key sounds that they are working on

and have these in their classrooms alongside their reading for pleasure book.
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What are our Class Reader texts this half term?

Year 3 children are reading Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun, a super hero story which is set in Nigeria. The book
includes themes of trust, loyalty and selfsacrifice which the children have enjoyed discussing. Alongside exposing
children to a wide range of texts, children are taught how to answer specific types of comprehension questions to
develop their understanding as well as their love of reading.
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In Year 4, The Creakers by Tom Fletcher - is a huge success. As part of reading lessons across school, children
frequently complete visualisation activities which support them in picturing a setting or character based on the text.

In addition to class readers, we use First News articles
always sparks interesting discussions! In Upper Key Stage 2, the Year 5s have recently finished A Romani Story. The

story is based in Sheffield during the 1800s and shines a light on the challenges that different communities face. They

have now started a classic text; The Chronicles of Narnia.
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Year 6 are tackling the challenging text Pig Heart Boy, by Malorie Blackman. This has generated lots of discussion
around morals as well as Iinking well with the project 0
children read a moving novel called Once, about a Jewish child during the Second World War.
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