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What are SATs? 
 ‘Statutory Assessment Tests’.

 Standardised tests to obtain a nationally recognised 
level of attainment in English & maths. 

 This level of attainment tells schools whether a child is 
working at the ‘expected level’, at ‘greater depth’ or is 
‘working towards the expected level’ nationally.



At the end of Year 6, children will sit 
tests in:
- Reading
- Maths
- Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPaG)

Each test is set in formal exam 
conditions, with each test being strictly 
timed.



These tests will be both set and 
marked externally.  

There is not a writing test. Your child’s 
writing portfolio will be teacher 
assessed and will be moderated 
internally and could be moderated 
externally.   



SATs week: Monday, 11th – Thursday, 
14th  May 2026

Monday: SPaG papers
Tuesday: Reading paper
Wednesday: Maths paper 1 (arithmetic) 
and paper 2 (reasoning)
Thursday: Maths paper 3 (reasoning)



Reading
The reading test will be a single paper with 
questions based on three passages of text. 

Your child will have one hour, including reading 
time, to complete the test.

Some children may be entitled to access 
arrangements, including 25% extra time or 
a scribe.



There will be a selection of question types, including:

Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the order in 
which they happen in the story’

Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the diagram’

Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the 
weather is like in the story’

Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once upon 
a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout this 
paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’



Example reading text
This is an 

example of 1 of 3 

texts the children 

will be expected 

to digest in the 

test!



Example Questions 
Find and copy

Short constructed 

response 



Example Questions (3 marks) 

Open ended 

response 





SPaG
Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar
The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will 
consist of two parts: a grammar and punctuation 
paper requiring short answers, lasting 45 
minutes, and a spelling test of 20 words, lasting 
around 15 minutes.

Some children may be entitled to access arrangements, 
including 25% extra time, a reader or a scribe.



The grammar and punctuation test will include 
two sub-types of questions:
Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives 
in the sentence below’

Constructed response, e.g. 
‘Correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below,’ 
or, ‘The sentence below has an apostrophe 
missing. Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’

The children's correct use of punctuation throughout the entire paper is very 
important.
Even if the punctuation asked for in the question is answered correctly, without a 
capital letter or full stop, it will be marked incorrectly. 



Example of not forgetting capital letters 

and full stops  



Maths
Children will sit three papers in 
maths:
Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes
Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 
minutes per paper.

Some children may be entitled to access arrangements, including 
25% extra time, a reader or a scribe



Paper 1 will consist of fixed response 
questions, where children have to give the 
correct answer to calculations, including 

long multiplication and division.



Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of 
question types, including:

- Multiple choice
- True or false
- Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer 
to a calculation, drawing a shape or completing 
a table or chart
- Less constrained questions, where children 
will have to explain their approach for solving a 
problem



Example Questions (2 mark) 

Multi-step problems 

for multiple marks 



Award one 

mark for 

working out



Room Arrangements
- Most children will take the tests in 
their classroom.
-Some children will take the tests in 
a different room with less children 
in. 



Assessment and Results 
The previous national curriculum levels do not 
apply anymore, instead children will be given 
scaled scores. 
You will be given your child’s raw score (the 
actual number of marks they get), alongside 
their scaled score and whether they have 
reached the national average.

The scaled score needed to reach the national 
average is 100 and last year to reach greater 
depth was 110. 



Writing
 Build up a portfolio of writing from September

 Writing is generally linked to work in the class

 We assess each piece of writing against a list of 
criteria

 The writing is moderated internally and could be 
moderated externally

 Work marked at: working towards expected 
standard, working at expected standard or working at 
greater depth 



Revision Guides 

- 10 minute tests bundle

- English SATs buster

- Maths SATs buster 

Available through ParentPay

More than a 50% saving if purchased 

through school!



Any questions?
Please email to –

y6@nethergreen-jun.sheffield.sch.uk 


