
Point in Time Assessment at Nether 
Green Junior School

Information for parents/ carers.



The National Curriculum expects children to master the knowledge and skills within it so 
they fully understand them. The National Curriculum outlines the knowledge and skills 
children should have acquired by the end of Y2, Y4 and Y6; many of the skills are to be 
applied across a range of subjects and knowledge to be deepened. 

We record and track children’s attainment and progress using a system called Point In Time 
Assessment (PITA). This is a system which records if children are working at the standard 
expected for their age. It is much clearer if we think of it as an expectation and it will 
therefore only show a change when there are gaps to fill i.e. if a child drops below the 
expected standard/ their personal target or if a child is showing they are now working at a 
consistently higher level of understanding.

Below are the descriptors for the PITA system in our school. Parents/ carers should note 
that the descriptors are unique to our school and do not equate to systems used in other 
schools. 

Number Descriptor
Working on an 

alternative curriculum
(1)

Working on an alternative curriculum. 

Working significantly 
below the national 
expected standard

(2)

The child is not accessing the age appropriate curriculum and is therefore accessing a 
bespoke curriculum. 
The children will often be completing a task from a curriculum below their 
chronological age which will be different to the rest of the class and will likely be 
receiving some specific and significant intervention.

Working below the 
national expected 

standard
(3)

Is able to access elements of the age appropriate curriculum but has significant gaps in 
their learning. They struggle to embed concepts and nearly always need some 
scaffolding/ support and intervention. Can often not apply their learning 
independently.
They are likely to access a bespoke curriculum. 

Working towards the 
National expected 

standard (WTS)
(4)

Is on track to meet some, but not all, of the end of year expectations. Is successful at 
learning some new concepts and is starting to apply their skills independently but not 
consistently. May make errors but will usually be able to improve work following 
feedback and support. May have smaller, specific, gaps in learning.

Working at the 
national expected 

standard (EXS) – age 
related

(5)

Is on track to meet end of year expectations. They are usually successful learners, at 
that year group level, showing good understanding of over 80% of the objectives 
taught. They are usually able to learn new skills and use them accurately and 
independently, though they may make occasional errors in applying their learning in 
other contexts. 

Working above the 
national expected 
standard - Greater 

Depth (GDS)
(6)

Is on track to exceed national expectations. They are almost always successful in 
understanding the key learning and are able to apply their skills in a range of contexts, 
mostly independently, making very few errors. Can usually explain or justify their ideas. 



Teachers and leaders in school use KS1 outcomes and the outcomes from the previous 
academic year to assign an end of year target for your child.

For example: A child leaving Year 2 at the Expected Standard (EXS) in maths, would typically 
be placed at PITA 5 in our school and would be targeted to achieve the Expected Standard at 
the end of each academic year and also at the end of Year 6.  In most cases, a child 
remaining as a PITA 5 throughout their time at NGJS is making good progress as they are 
consistently acquiring, retaining and applying new knowledge and skills as they move 
through the curriculum. 

How will teachers decide how my child is doing?

• In Writing and Grammar, Reading and Maths, each child has a grid/ booklet which 
contains the key objectives taken from the National Curriculum for their year group or 
for the year group’s curriculum they are accessing. These objectives are highlighted/ 
marked off once they are achieved and indicated if they are a child’s specific target. 

• Teachers work with teachers in our school and other local schools to moderate 
judgements. 

• Some objectives must be achieved before the child can move on. This is to prevent 
important gaps in understanding from developing whilst trying to ensure that children 
are appropriately challenged.  

How will I find out how my child is doing?

• Parents’ evenings – discussions based on achievements in lessons, attitude and 
behaviour

• Mid –year individual report

• End of year report

• SEND reviews (if applicable)


