
Recommended reading for Y5 and Y6 – these are suggestions, it is by no means an exhaustive list, in no particular 

order. 

 

For reluctant readers 

     

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stick Boy, 

by Paul 

Coomey 

Picture 

Perfect, by 

Serena 

Patel 

Level Up, 

by Tom 

Nicoll 

My 

Babysitter is 

a Robot, by 

Dave Cousins 

The Brilliant 

World of 

Tom Gates, 

by Liz Pichon 

You’re a Bad 

Man Mr Gum! 

By Andy 

Stanton 

The Accidental 

Diary of B.U.G, 

by Jen Carney 

Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid, 

by Jeff 

Kinney 

Planet Stan, 

by Elaine 

Wickson 

The 

Unbelievable 

Top Secret Diary 

of Pig, by Emer 

Stamp 

The 13-Storey 

Treehouse, by 

Andy Griffiths 

and Terry 

Denton 

Cookie and the 

Most Annoying 

Boy in the 

World, by 

Konnie Huq 

Ella on the 

Outside, by 

Cath Howe 

Sam Wu is Not 

Afraid of 

Ghosts, by 

Katie and Kevin 

Tsang 

Rashford Rules, 

by Simon 

Mugford and 

Dan Green 



For confident readers: 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

Murder Most 

Unladylike, 

by Robin 

Stevens 

Emmy 

Levels Up, 

by Helen 

Harvey 

A beginner’s 

Guide to Ruling 

the Galaxy, by 

David 

Solomons 

How to be a 

Human, by 

Karen 

McCombie 

Marcus 

Rashford You 

Can Do It, by 

Carl Anka and 

Marcus 

Rashford 

Running 

Out of Time, 

by Simon 

Fox 

Gamer so 

Real it Hurts, 

by Chris 

Bradford 

The Invasion 

of Crooked 

Oak, by Dan 

Smith 

Boy in the 

Tower, by 

Polly         

Ho-Yen 

Can You Feel 

the Noise, by 

Stewart 

Foster 

My Life on 

Fire, by Cath 

Howe 

Front Desk, 

by Kelly 

Yang 

Troofriend, 

by Kirsty 

Applebaum 

When the 

Sky Falls, by 

Phil Earle 

The Shark 

Caller, by 

Zillah 

Bethell 

Rivet Boy, 

by Barbara 

Henderson 

Armistice 

Runner, by 

Tom Palmer 

Xanthe & the 

Ruby Crown, 

by Jasbinder 

Bilan 

The Mountain 

Rescue Dog, 

by Juliette 

Forrest 

By Ash, Oak 

and Thorn, 

by Melissa 

Harrison 



     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

      

 

Artemis 

Fowl, by 

Eoin Colfer 

Skander and 

the Unicorn 

Thief, by 

A.F.Steadman 

Malamande

r, by 

Thomas 

Taylor 

Nevermoor, the 

trials of 

Morrigan Crow, 

by Jessica 

Townsend 

The Tale of 

Truthwater 

Lake, by 

Emma Carroll 

Show Us 

Where You 

Are, by Elle 

McNicoll 

Amari and 

the Night 

Brothers, by 

B.B.Alston 

The Boy Who 

Made 

Everyone 

Laugh, by 

Helen Rutter 

The Lost 

Whale, by 

Hannah 

Gold 

Percy Jackson 

and the 

Lightning Thief, 

by Rick Riordan 

The Breakfast 

Club 

Adventures, by 

Marcus 

Rashford 

Alex Neptune 

the Dragon 

Thief, by 

David Owen 

The Rescue 

of 

Ravenwood, 

by Natasha 

Farrant 

The Boy Who 

Saved a Bear, 

by Nizrana 

Farook 

The House 

With Chicken 

Legs, by 

Sophie 

Anderson 

Jaz Santos Vs 

the World, 

by Jacqueline 

Wilson 

The Last 

Bear, by 

Hannah 

Gold 

Kay’s 

Anatomy, 

by Adam 

Kay 

Brightstorm, 

by Uashti 

Hardy 

Which Way 

to 

Anywhere, 

by Cressida 

Cowell 

Letters From 

the 

Lighthouse, 

by Emma 

Carroll 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic novels 

      

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wolf 

Wilder, by 

Katherine 

Rundell 

Cloud 

Bursting, by 

Malorie 

Blackman 

Everybody 

Deserves to have 

Something Good 

in their Life, at 

Least Once, by 

Morris Gleitzman 

Wonder, by 

R.J.Palacio 

Mortal 

Engines, by 

Philip 

Reeve 

A Romani 

Story, by 

Richard 

O’Neill 

Roller Girl, 

by Victoria 

Jamieson 

The 

Aquanaut, 

by Dan 

Santat 

El Deafo, 

by Cece 

Ball 

Frankie’s 

World, by 

Aoife 

Dooley 

When Stars are 

Scattered, by 

Omar 

Mohamed and 

Victoria 

Jamieson  

New Kid, 

by Jerry 

Craft 

Mega Robo 

Bros Power 

Up, by Neill 

Cameron 

Smile, by 

Raina 

Telgemeier 

The Viewer, 

by Gary 

Crew and 

Shaun Tan 



Classic novels  

     

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Poetry 

      

Tom’s 

Midnight 

Garden, by 

Philippa 

Pearce 

When Hitler 

Stole Pink 

Rabbit, by 

Judith Kerr 

The Secret 

Garden, by 

Frances 

Hodgson 

Burnett 

Goodnight 

Mr Tom, by 

Michelle 

Magorian 

Clockwork 

or All 

Wound Up, 

by Philip 

Pullman 

The 

Borrowers, 

by Mary 

Norton 

The Silver 

Sword, by 

Ian 

Serraillier 

The 

Railway 

Children, 

by E.Nesbit 

Anne of 

Green Gables, 

by Lucy Maud 

Montgomery 

The Lion, the 

Witch and the 

Wardrobe, by 

C.S.Lewis 

My Heart is a 

Poem, poems 

about 

feelings, by 

various 

poets. 

Being Me. Poems 

about thoughts, 

worries and 

feelings, by Laura 

Mucha, Liz 

Brownlee, and 

Matt Goodfellow 

Bright 

Bursts of 

Colour, by 

Matt 

Goodfellow 

Funky 

Chickens, by 

Benjamin 

Zephaniah 

Belonging 

Street, by 

Mandy Coe 

Love That 

Dog, by 

Sharon 

Creech 


